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Section 801/2: Devocalization of dogs or cats: definitions penalty

Section 801/2. (@) For the purposes of this section, the following words shall have the following meanings?

Board' the board of registration in veterinary medicine

‘Devocalization’. a procedure on the larynx or vocal cords of an animal which causes the reduction or elimination of vocal
s’\mds produced by that animal

( or performs, or causes to be performed. the surgical devocalization of a dog or cat shall be punished by
imprisonment in the Qtibf Ison for not more than 5 years or imprisonment in a house of correction for not more than 21/2
years, or by a fine of not more than $2.500 or by both such fine and impr nent. In addition to this penalty. the court may
e tu the humane
treatment of animals or be barred from owning or keeping a dog or cat or sharing a residence with another who owns or

f)rdgr at any person who violates this section sha H uccessfully “mtt@ a course of instruction relat

keeps a dog or cat for a period of time as determined by said court
(©) Subsection (0) shall not apply if

(1) the person performing such devocalization is licensed under section 55 of chapter 112; and

> O Injury or to correct

(2) surgical devocalization of a dog or cat is medically necessary to treat or relieve &
using or may cause the animal physical pain or harm: or

a congenital abnormality that is

(3) the person who causes a devocalization procedure to be performed is relying upon the opinion of a person licensed

c v

under section 55 of chapter 112 that surgica L devocalization of the dog or cat is medically necessary to treat or relieve an
illness, disease or mur\, or to correct a congenital abnormality that is causing or may cause the animal hyswcat pain or
narm

(d) A veterinarian who performs a %L/rg\cat devocalization procedure on a dog or cat shall keep a record of the procedure
for a period of 4 years after the contact with the animal. This record shall include: the name and address « >(the
animal's owner: the name and adwe@ of the person from whom payment is received for the procedure; a description of
the animal. including its name. species, breed, date of W‘% . sex, color. markings and current weight: the license number
and municipality that ic ~—ued e license for the animal J te and time of the procedure; the reason the procedure was
diagnosis. These records shall be subject to

performed: and any diagnostic opinion, analysis or tes Tr@ ults to support the
audit by the board.

Any person who performs a devocalization procedure on a dog or cat shall report the number of all such procedures to
the board annually on or before March 30. The board shall maintain all notices received under this subsection for 4 years
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