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DOG LAW OF 1919 (EXCERPT)
Act 339 of 1919

287.286a Sworn complaint; contents; issuance of summons; hearing;
order; penalty for disobedience; costs; audit and payment of claims.

Sec. 26a.

(1) A district court magistrate or the district or common pleas court shall issue
a summons similar to the summons provided for in section 20 to show cause
why a dog should not be killed, upon a sworn complaint that any of the
following exist:

(a) After January 10 and before June 15 in each year a dog over 6 months old
is running at large unaccompanied by its owner or is engaged in lawful hunting
and is not under the reasonable control of its owner without a license attached
to the collar of the dog.

(b) A dog, licensed or unlicensed, has destroyed property or habitually causes
damage by trespassing on the property of a person who is not the owner.

(c) A dog, licensed or unlicensed, has attacked or bitten a person.

(d) A dog has shown vicious habits or has molested a person when lawfully on
the public highway.

(e) A dog duly licensed and wearing a license tag has run at large contrary to
this act.

(2) After a hearing the district court magistrate or the district or common pleas
court may either order the dog killed, or confined to the premises of the
owner. If the owner disobeys this order the owner may be punished under
section 26. Costs as in a civil case shall be taxed against the owner of the dog,
and collected by the county. The county board of commissioners shall audit and
pay claims for services of officers rendered pursuant to this section, unless the
claims are paid by the owner of the dog.

History: Add. 1927, Act 114, Eff. Sept. 5, 1927 ; CL 1929, 5271 ; CL 1948,
287.286a ; Am. 1977, Act 261, Imd. Eff. Dec. 8, 1977

© 2015 Legislative Council, State of Michigan

Legislature

Bills
Appropriation
Bills
Calendars
Committees
Committee
Bill
Records
Committee

MICHIGAN LEGISLATURE
Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 317 of 2016

House: Adjourned until Tuesday, November 29, 2016 1:30:00 PM
Senate: Adjourned until Tuesday, November 29, 2016 10:00:00 AM

NAVIGATE 
SECTIONS

MCL Chapter Index

Chapter 287

Act 339 of 1919

Section 287.286a

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=shortlinkdisplay&docname=mcl-287-286a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=shortlinkdisplay&docname=mcl-287-286a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=print&objectname=mcl-287-286a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=print&objectname=mcl-287-286a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=Bills
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=AppropriationBillsPassed
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=Calendars
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=Committees
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=CommitteeBillRecord
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=CommitteeMeetings
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-287-286
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-287-286b
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=chapterindex
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=print&objectName=mcl-chap287
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-chap287
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=print&objectName=mcl-Act-339-of-1919
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-339-of-1919
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=print&objectName=mcl-287-286a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn3igubjwl131advwgwv04db))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-287-286a


Meetings
Concurrent
Resolutions
Initiatives/Alternative
Measures
Joint
Resolutions
Journals
Legislators
Public
Act
(Signed
Bills)
Resolutions
Rules
Session
Schedules
Search

Basic
Search

Advanced

Laws

Often
Req
Laws
Req

Acceptable Use Policy

Privacy Policy

Copyright Infringement

Comment Form

The Michigan Legislature Website is a free service of the Legislative Service Bureau in cooperation with the
Michigan Legislative Council, the Michigan House of Representatives, and the Michigan Senate.  The information
obtained from this site is not intended to replace official versions of that information and is subject to revision.
The Legislature presents this information, without warranties, express or implied, regarding the accuracy of the
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