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The transfer by a person other than the owner of a dog Next or cat to a dealer, the possession of a Previous dog Next
or cat by a dealer without the permission of the owner, or the transfer of a Previous dog Next or cat by a dealer to an
institution without the permission of the owner is prohibited. Nothing in this section prohibits the transfer of a
Previous dog Next or cat to a dealer if the Previous dog Next or cat is removed from a property by or at the request
of a person in possession of the property. For the purpose of this subdivision, "dealer" and "institution" have the
meanings given them in section 347.31.

A person who transfers or possesses a Previous dog Next or cat without claim of right with intent to deprive the
owner permanently of possession of the Previous dog Next or cat violates this section and is liable for a civil penalty
of up to $1,000 per Previous dog Next or cat for each violation. In bringing a civil action under this section the
charging attorney shall consider, and in imposing a fine the court shall consider:

(1) the history of previous violations;

(2) the number of violations;

(3) the degree of willfulness of the violation;
(4) the good faith of the dealer;

(5) the good faith of the person delivering the Previous dog Next or cat to the dealer; and

(6) the gravity of the violation.

A fine paid by the defendant in a criminal action that arose from the same violation may not be applied toward
payment of the civil penalty under this subdivision.

N
Subd. 2.Jurisdiction.

The district court may hear, try, and determine actions started under this section. Trials under this section must be to
the court, sitting without a jury.

§

Subd. 3.Appearances.

Notwithstanding section 8.01, county or city attorneys may appear for the board of animal health in civil actions
started under this section at the request of the attorney general. Actions under this section may be brought in the
name of the state of Minnesota with the consent of the Board of Animal Health or directly by a city or county
attorney at the request of a person filing a complaint.

N
Subd. 4.Venue.

Civil actions under this section may be started in any county in which the animal in question was transferred or
possessed, or from which the Previous dog or cat was removed without the permission of the lawful owner.

8§
Subd. 5.Fines.

Fines collected under this section must be disposed of as follows:

(a) If the violation occurs in the county, and the county attorney appears in the action, 50 percent to the county and
50 percent to the state.


https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=347.31&year=2015
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=8.01&year=2015

(b) If the violation occurs within the municipality, and the city attorney appears in the action, 50 percent to the city
and 50 percent to the state.

(c) If the attorney general appears in the action, all penalties imposed and fines collected must be credited to the
general fund in the state treasury.

History:

1987 c 380 art3s1;1998 c254 art2 s 34

Copyright © 2015 by the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All rights reserved.

View full site

About the Legislature

FAQ
Guide to the Legislative Process
Historical Statistics

Employment/Internships
Visiting the Capitol

Maps
District Finder

Accessibility

Contact Us

For all comments concerning legislation or issues:

¢ Contact your House Member
¢ Contact your Senator

. For general information:

¢ Contact a legislative librarian:
e 651-296-8338 or email.

e View services for users with a hearing or speech disability

e Submit website comments

Get Connected

MyBills

E-mail Updates & RSS Feeds
House News

Senate News

700 State Office Building, 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55155 ¢ Phone: (651) 296-2868
¢ TTY: 1-800-627-3529 ¢ Fax: (651) 296-0569


https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/laws/?id=380&year=1987&type=0
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/laws/?id=254&year=1998&type=0
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/office/copyrightinfo.php#statutes
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/help.aspx
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/faq/faqtoc.aspx
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/howbill.aspx
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/cco/stats.asp
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/jobs.aspx
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/faq/faqtoc.aspx?subject=14
http://www.gis.leg.mn/html/maps.html
http://www.gis.leg.mn/OpenLayers/districts/
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/accessibility.aspx
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/legdir.aspx
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/hmem.asp
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/index.php
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/comments.aspx
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/faq/faqtoc.aspx?id=98
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/comments.aspx
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/elists.aspx
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/mybills/
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/elists.aspx
http://www.house.mn/hinfo/news.asp
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/media/

