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Article 2.1. Commercial Dog Breeding Operations.
§ 3.2-6507.1. Business license required.
No commercial dog breeder shall breed dogs in the Commonwealth without a valid business license
issued by any locality, as applicable, where he maintains dogs for the purpose of commercial dog
breeding.

2008, c. 852, § 3.1-796.77:1.

§ 3.2-6507.2. Commercial dog breeding; requirements.
Commercial dog breeders shall:

1. Maintain no more than 50 dogs over the age of one year at any time for breeding purposes. However, a
higher number of dogs may be allowed if approved by local ordinance after a public hearing. Any such
ordinance may include additional requirements for commercial breeding operations;

2. Breed female dogs only: (i) after annual certification by a licensed veterinarian that the dog is in
suitable health for breeding; (ii) after the dog has reached the age of 18 months; and (iii) if the dog has
not yet reached the age of 8 years;

3. Dispose of dogs only by gift, sale, transfer, barter, or euthanasia by a licensed veterinarian;

4. Dispose of deceased dogs in accordance with § 3.2-6554;

5. Dispose of dog waste in accordance with state and federal laws and regulations; and

6. Maintain accurate records for at least five years including:

a. The date on which a dog enters the operation;

b. The person from whom the animal was purchased or obtained, including the address and phone
number of such person;

c. A description of the animal, including the species, color, breed, sex, and approximate age and weight;

d. Any tattoo, microchip number, or other identification number carried by or appearing on the animal;
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e. Each date that puppies were born to such animal and the number of puppies;

f. All medical care and vaccinations provided to the animal, including certifications required by a
licensed veterinarian under this chapter; and

g. The disposition of each animal and the date.

2008, c. 852, § 3.1-796.77:2.

§ 3.2-6507.3. Right of entry.
A. The Commissioner, the State Veterinarian or his assistant, any animal control officer, and any public
health or safety official employed by the locality where a commercial dog breeder resides or maintains
breeding operations may, upon receiving a complaint or upon his own motion, investigate any violation
of the provisions of this chapter. Such investigation may include (i) the inspection of the books and
records of any commercial dog breeder, (ii) the inspection of any companion animal owned by the
commercial dog breeder, and (iii) the inspection of any place where animals are bred or maintained. In
conducting the inspection, the Commissioner or animal control officer may enter any premises where
animals may be bred or maintained during daytime hours.

B. Any commercial dog breeder who is the subject of an investigation by the Commissioner, the State
Veterinarian, or an animal control officer shall, upon request, provide assistance to the Commissioner,
the State Veterinarian, or the animal control officer in making any inspection authorized by this section.

2008, c. 852, § 3.1-796.77:3.

§ 3.2-6507.4. Concurrent operation of releasing agency prohibited.
It is unlawful for a commercial dog breeder to operate or maintain a controlling interest in any releasing
agency.

2008, c. 852, § 3.1-796.77:4.

§ 3.2-6507.5. Penalty.
Any commercial dog breeder violating any provision of this article is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

2008, c. 852, § 3.1-796.77:5.

§ 3.2-6507.6. Duty of attorneys for the Commonwealth.
It shall be the duty of each attorney for the Commonwealth to enforce this article.

2008, c. 852, § 3.1-796.77:6.

The Virginia General Assembly is offering access to the Code of Virginia on the Internet as a service to the public. We are unable to
assist users of this service with legal questions nor respond to requests for legal advice or the application of the law to specific
facts. Therefore, to understand and protect your legal rights, you should consult an attorney.

The Code of Virginia online database excludes material copyrighted by the publisher, Michie, a division of Matthew Bender.
Copyrighted material includes annotations and revisors' notes, which may be found in the print version of the Code of Virginia.
Annotated print copies of the Code of Virginia are available in most Virginia public library systems, from LexisNexis (1-800-446-
3410), and from West, a Thomson-Reuters business (1-800-344-5008).

 Article 

Code of Virginia

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacodepopularnames
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0852
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0852
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0852
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0852
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0852
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacodefull/title3.2/chapter65/article2/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacodefull/title3.2/chapter65/article3/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode


2016 Updates

SECTION LOOK UP

Administrative Code

Constitution of Virginia

Charters

Authorities

Compacts

UncodiÖed Acts

© Copyright Commonwealth of Virginia, 2016. All rights reserved. Site developed by the Division of Legislative Automated Systems (DLAS).

ex.  2.2-4007.01 Go

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacodeupdates
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/constitution
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/charters
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/authorities
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/compacts
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/uncodifiedacts
http://dlas.virginia.gov/

