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Enforcement—Law enforcement agencies and animal care and control agencies.

(1) Law enforcement agencies and animal care and control agencies may enforce the provisions
of this chapter. Animal care and control agencies may enforce the provisions of this chapter in a
county or city only if the county or city legislative authority has entered into a contract with the
agency to enforce the provisions of this chapter.

(2) Animal control officers enforcing this chapter shall comply with the same constitutional and
statutory restrictions concerning the execution of police powers imposed on law enforcement
officers who enforce this chapter and other criminal laws of the state of Washington.

(3) Animal control officers have the following enforcement powers when enforcing this chapter:

(@) The power to issue citations based on probable cause to offenders for civil infractions and
misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor violations of this chapter or RCW 9.08.070 through 9.08.078
or 81.48.070;

(b) The power to cause a law enforcement officer to arrest and take into custody any person the
animal control officer has probable cause to believe has committed or is committing a violation of
this chapter or RCW 9.08.070 or 81.48.070. Animal control officers may make an oral complaint to
a prosecuting attorney or a law enforcement officer to initiate arrest. The animal control officer
causing the arrest shall file with the arresting agency a written complaint within twenty-four hours
of the arrest, excluding Sundays and legal holidays, stating the alleged act or acts constituting a
violation;

(c) The power to carry nonfirearm protective devices for personal protection;

(d) The power to prepare affidavits in support of search warrants and to execute search
warrants when accompanied by law enforcement officers to investigate violations of this chapter
or RCW 9.08.070 or 81.48.070, and to seize evidence of those violations.

(4) Upon request of an animal control officer who has probable cause to believe that a person
has violated this chapter or RCW 9.08.070 or 81.48.070, a law enforcement agency officer may
arrest the alleged offender.

[2011 ¢ 172§ 2; 2003 c 53 § 110; 1994 c 261 § 3.]

NOTES:
Intent—Effective date—2003 c 53: See notes following RCW 2.48.180.

Finding—Intent—1994 c 261: See note following RCW 16.52.011.

Site Contents
Selected content listed in alphabetical order under each group

Let Your Voice Be Heard
Come to the Legislature


http://leg.wa.gov/
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/ComingToTheLegislature.aspx
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=16.52.011
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=16.52.020
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.08.070
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.08.078
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.48.070
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.08.070
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.48.070
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.08.070
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.48.070
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.08.070
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.48.070
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5065-S.SL.pdf?cite=2011%20c%20172%20%C2%A7%202;
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2003-04/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5758.SL.pdf?cite=2003%20c%2053%20%C2%A7%20110;
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/1993-94/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1652-S.SL.pdf?cite=1994%20c%20261%20%C2%A7%203.
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=2.48.180
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=16.52.011
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=16.52.015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=16.52
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=16.52.015

Comment on a Bill
Contact Your Legislators

Find

Bills

Committee Meeting Schedules & Agendas
District & Legislators

Laws & Rules

Member Information / Rosters

Video & Audio on TVW

About the Legislature
Committees

House of Representatives
Legislative Agencies
Legislative Information Center
Legislature Home

Senate

Track Legislation
Bills

Email Updates (GovDelivery)
RSS Feeds
Web Services

Additional Information
Accessibility Information
Civic Education
Comments about this site
Contact Us

Disclaimer

Employment Opportunities
Gift Center

Glossary of Terms

Help

History of the State Legislature
Privacy Notice

Reports to the Legislature
Search

Outside the Legislature
Congress - the Other Washington
Governor's Website

S rmmEm w=— = ar wmasr »


http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/ComingToTheLegislature.aspx
https://app.leg.wa.gov/pbc/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/memberemail/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/Calendar.aspx
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/
http://leg.wa.gov/LawsAndAgencyRules/
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/MemberInformation.aspx
http://www.tvw.org/
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/CommitteeListing.aspx
http://leg.wa.gov/House/
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/pages/legislativeagencies.aspx
http://leg.wa.gov/lic
http://leg.wa.gov/
http://leg.wa.gov/Senate/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/dlr/user/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fbilltracking
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WALEG/subscriber/new
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/AboutLegRSS.aspx
http://wslwebservices.leg.wa.gov/
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/pages/adainfo.aspx
http://leg.wa.gov/civiced/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:support@leg.wa.gov
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/pages/contactus.aspx
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/pages/disclaimer.aspx
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/WSLEmployment.aspx
http://leg.wa.gov/giftcenter/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/glossary.aspx
http://leg.wa.gov/help/Pages/default.aspx
http://leg.wa.gov/history/
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/pages/PrivacyNotice.aspx
http://app.leg.wa.gov/reportstothelegislature/
http://search.leg.wa.gov/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/?congress=1
http://www.governor.wa.gov/
https://fortress.wa.gov/ofm/fnspublic

Select Language M



https://fortress.wa.gov/ofm/fnspublic
http://www.courts.wa.gov/
https://translate.google.com/

